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For almost a year a small
band of parishioners has
been meeting to learn about
twinning. An exploratory
trip last summer sealed a
relationship between St.

] ptphu.z huk
parish in a hard hit part of
New Orleans. In mid -
January an intrepid group of
17 parishioners and family
members trekked to New
Orleans for the first real
work trip. In this special
issue of Vibrations we look
at what the group did and
their reflections on it.
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Our New Orleans Adventure

Sunday, January 20 Morning
All arrived safely in New Orleans by 7|

was uneventful, b
brought the cold with us. It was snow, }

morning the temperature is right arou
freezing, even though we are in the
deep South!

Our work team is comprised of 17
souls, ranging in age from 28 to 78.
Some are craftsmen. Others have no
special skills. Both types will be need
We will work through His Hands 2 Go
fi a nonprofit, faithbased organizatior |
committed to assisting ministries and e st

individuals in reestablishing themselve 455 at st. Maria Goretti

in the urban community following the
devastation of Hurricane Katrina. They pro-
vide this assistance by organizing, equip-
ping and housing volunteers who partner
with ministries in the New Orleans area
committed to rebuilding the city, one family
at a time.

His Hands 2 Go volunteer housing is
sparse, yet sufficient. We all share a room
full of bunk beds. Mens' and Womens'
dorms are divided by curtains. There are
only two bathrooms/showers. But even
though it is crowded, we are getting along
fine. We have affectionately dubbed our
new home "The Bed and Breakfast."

Sunday, January 2@ Evening

This morning we braced ourselves for the
cold and set out to mass at St. Maria Gor-
etti, which is less than a mile away from our
Bed and Breakfast. We went to mass where
we met many parishioners and listened to
their tales about the hurricane and rebuild-
ing. We met Fr. Rob who stayed in the
church during the storm. We met the pastor,

Vivian volunteers gather around Fr. Rob Morgia aft

Monsignor Gauthreaux, who, although he
has lost his hair, is feeling well after com-
pleting his chemotherapy treatments. Final

|y|

we met Sister Lou, who, much to our delight,

offered to take us to some Mardi Gras pa-
rades on Friday!

After mass, we enjoyed lunch with our

hosts from His Hands 2 Go. Next, our group

went in different directions to explore the

city. Some went to tour the 9th Ward, some

went to repair a roof, some went to watch
the football games, and some went to the
French Quarter.

Monday, January 21

Godods spirit is her
of us. The work is physically hard, but very
rewarding. We've met many other volun-
teers here- from Michigan, Indiana, and
Pennsylvania. And we've met some of the
residents. Each volunteer and resident has
story to tell. We're happy to be here to
help.

(Continued as O0OA Da
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St. Vivian Volunteers Aid New Orleans Rebuilding Efforts
Editords Not e: T I forts of volunteers who come to the y 0lt makes us value
peared in the Hometown Press of the area seeking to help. Projects included much more and not take things for
Enquirer on Feb. 23 and on the En- everything from gutting housesdowntogr ant ed, 6 she added.
qguirerds Get Publ itheirframeBa st ep t hat o h Iso heard
because so much mold developed The group also heard some amaz:
Two and a half years have passed while homes sat in water for three ing survival stories. At St. Maria Gor-
since Hurricane Katrina and the floods kS t ; . inting. h etti, associate pastor Fr. Rob Morgia
that followed left as much as 80% of yveeds;l o”roodr:epglr, pain mg, ﬂang— and Ray LeBlanc, an usher, stayed be-
New Orleans underwater. Ing drywall and laying ceramic tiie. hind in the church to watch over it ang
That passage of ime may to see if they could help their
have been enough to put the dig neighbors. When the water got to
aster out of be waist high, one of the floto-
but it hasnét ceiling windows shattered, and a
to heal the ci large pane of glass struck LeBlanc.
Schaefer, lay pastoral minister ¢ —— His hgad wounds needed medical
St Vivian. saw this fissand wher .- attention, so the two took an altar
she and 17 other volunteers frol———" - . E ° yn s i r_to bﬂ? ' pldubt i
the Springfield Township parisht —— - Degan waving It 5o they could be
} seen by boats or helicopters.
traveled to New Orleans to lend .
a helping hand L — Someone did see them and was
N WY e B B ¢ 0w able to take the injured man to the
0ltds stagger. hospital-on a jet ski.
ing that the volunteers in her
group were shocked by the vas(. | et chreh and had 0 sl
ness of the devastation that re- MaryAnn Wurtzler, Teresa AIdrlch Evelyn Maag, Jeanne Schae high q hi Iy
mai ns. Ol t 8s n fer, and Dianne Schaefer take break from mudding drywall. Wlm to higher ground. Meanwhile,
one neighborhood. It goes from the water went right up to the leve
. . . of the churchds tlabel
New Orl eans t o Mis Although progress is being made &
. ~ flces housing parish records and the
coll apsed house afthe area, itds a hefe
id that onlv about 30 tof rectory were destroyed. But the churc
Schaefer said St. Vivian spent sal id a ohn y abou dper(lz\len % has been completely renovated; walk;
about a year preparing for the visit. ~ '€Sidents have returned to New Or- . in toda ou wo
leans East, so the landscape there is J . ¥
During that time, the church built are- ™ ’ ) P anything happened, Schaefer said.
lationship with St. Maria Goretti, a still desolate, comprised mostly of .
parish in New Orleans, through St abandoned homes with collapsed Although it may be years before
Viviands parish tuv roofs, broken windows and overgrows the same can be said for the whole of|
program involves reaching out beyond yards. NreV\;]OrIea?s ':he fOIksrftnSth';It'arn
the local area to parishes that are ex- 0ltds going to t Eo?/v :rziﬁ %F:hag/rit?jilciing prgcsss g c-
periencing difficult times, Schaefer ade before New Orleans is going to T . '
. . fact, the parish is planning to send an-
said. be a regular 1l ooki :
Schaef . d other group of volunteers to the city
During their weeklong January visit, chaeter estimated. from June 28 through July 5.
the St. Vivian volunteers, who ranged Still, she said that the locals that her OWe made a differen
in age from 28to 78, workedonseven gr oup met wer e | NSt (hose homeowne‘rs (
different homes in the New Orleans whodve | ost everyt, SWedre ver ha Wi, |
East neighborhood, as well as another per specti ve on th Ewe did 6 y PPy
building that will likely become the i mportant, 6 she se ' |,  O0W
headquarters for His Hands 2 Go, an  |ost our stuff. We lost all our stuff. But, -- Contributed by Shauna Steiger-
organization that coordinatestheef- |t was just st uf f .wald, courtesyofhe Enquirer orge




Spring 2008

Vibrations Page3

Our Purpose in Twinning

The mission of the St. Vividew Or-
leans Twinning Project is to build on
going connections between the people
of St. Vivian and St. Maria Goretti
Parish in New Orleans, whose people
are struggling to rebuild after Hurri-
cane Katrina. By walking together as
one community of faith, we seek to

share temporal, spiritual, emotional learning from others, we'll work toward
and civic support for those in need. greater stewardship within our whole
With relationships grounded in solidail parish, community, and world.

ity and friendship, we aim to

engage in prayer, celebrate

cultural riches, and grow in

faith together with our sister

parish. By sharing our gifts, and

A Daily Journal Continued...

Tuesday, January 22

Today was our second full day of
work. So far, we've worked on repair-
ing roofs, mudding drywall, interior
painting and replacing a suftoor.

Joe and Joey Meyer have been invalu-
able, because they really know what
they are doing and they can teach the
rest of us.

Wednesday, January 23

peting. Later, the house will be
treated with mold remediation.
Only then can George and
Betty begin rebuilding.

It was fun work tearing Jeanne Schaefer tears dow
down walls and ceilings. Butit
was also tragic to bag up so many of
George and Bettyd:cs
and lost memories and carry them to a
dumpster. The worst part is knowing
that it isndt onl

to use our own private restrooms. An
there have been lots of comments
about getting back home and back to
work so we can get some rest!

Today some of us opgtd eildd SEPT 9L t hi Our Volunteer Team:

and Betty Eti enneogyiiRcdDyevery sihdledamily e
their house had so much water damage e city.

from the flood and a leaky roof that
we had to throw out all of the contents
fi right down to the drywall and car-

Joey Meyer helps a boy drywall his future home.

Thursday, January 24

A

Jeanne Schaefer and her

Tonight the His Hands 2 Go crew or-
ganized a closing prayer service
for us. It was a good opportu-
nity to reflect
seen in New Orleans, the work parents, Dianne and Steve, Joe
wedve accomplis

and Joey Meyer, John Hadden,
our time here has affected us.

Darwin Yung, Anita Bidleman,

~ Friday, January 25

] ) Fran Geier, Rosemary Erman,
This was our last day of work in

New Orleans. We are ex-
hausted! But this has been a
fantastic trip
wonderful people. This evening Aldrich and Barb Slattery, Mary
Sr. Lou took some of us to a

| Mardi Gras parade. It was cold
“and raining but fun and unfor- Montgomery and her husband
gettable. Itis hard to leave. On
the other hand, it will be great

Larry and Evelyn Maag and

their two daughters, Theresa

Ann Wurtzler, Sharon

Lee Stultz, and Pat Frey.
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