
Saint  Vivian Parish 

There are several things up at the 
Rectory: òGood Shepherds, Good 
Leaders,ó Growing an Engaged 

Church, the retranslation of the Ro-
man Missal, a new five-year plan, 
and the need to be Catholic and 

Christian. 

     Funny where the Lord leads us in 

our lives.  Seven years ago, I was a 
high school campus minister and 
teacher.  Six years ago, the Lord 
called me to become pastor here at 
St. Vivian Parish.  It has certainly 

been a transition to go from a high 
school teacher, where I did what the 
boss told me to do, to being the 
boss overseeing and/or directing all 
the activities and ministries that hap-

pen here. 

Good Shepherds/Good Leaders    

In the fall of 2009 the Archdiocese 
of Cincinnati offered the priests of 
the Archdiocese the opportunity to 

learn about the many facets of par-
ish leadership by offering a series 
of workshops called òGood Shep-
herds, Good Leaders.ó  The first of 
these workshops took place in early 

December, 2009, and the other six 
will take place over the next two 
years.  I am happy to be a part of 
this first group of about 40 priests 
from our Archdiocese to participate 

in the program.   After describing 
the program to a friend/business 
person, they summed it up as Busi-

ness Management 101 for Priests.   
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Happy to Sing!  

Parishioners met Sister Lou 

the first time they went to 

visit our twinning parish in 

New Orleans.  Theyõve 

reconnected with her on 

every trip.  She embodies 

the spirit of New Orleans 

and our sister parish. See 

a photo from the most re-

cent trip on page 4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since it is geared especially for pas-
tors in the parish environment, I can 
tell already that it will make me a 

better priest/pastor. 

Revitalizing the Church    

Looking for ways to implement what 
we learned from òWill Our Kids Have 
Faith?ó I was referred to a certain 

book, Growing an Engaged Church: 
How to Stop òDoing Churchó and Start 
BEING the Church Again by Albert 
Winseman.  The book centers on how 
to revitalize mainline congregations 

by focusing on the primary mission of 
Christianity, namely to make true dis-

ciples.   

    Winseman focuses on the impor-
tance of building a parish community 

that engages its members by acknowl-
edging the gifts of the individual and 
helping each individual find a way to 
serve God by utilizing those gifts.  He 
also says that a healthy Christian com-

munity fosters a sense of belonging, 
lets its members know that they are 
listened to and that their efforts on 
behalf of church are valued and ap-
preciated.  This will lead to members 

feeling a greater loyalty to the com-

munity. 

    Contributing oneõs own gifts, having 
a sense of belonging, feeling listened 
to and valued, all add up to greater 

òengagementó or commitment to the 
community. As we learned from òWill 

(Continued on page 4 ) 
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Agape is Godõs Love that has little or nothing to do with the so-called òloveó that often is trivialized in public lit-
erature and sexualized on TV and the movies, even in some marriages today.  To me there is only one real love, i.e. 
agape.  Anything else is not real love and may even be a sin against òagape.ó  Most definitions of love Iõve heard 
are wordy, obtuse and flowery.  A few are elegant, but go on and on.  I need a short, simple down-to-earth what it 
is and how-to-do-it action plan.  

    My quest started with a huge question: òWhy am I here, Lord, and what goal do you want me to reach in my 
time here?ó  The Lord has led me on a faith journey through the development and execution of such a plan.  With 
your indulgence, Iõd like to share some highlights from that journey into His love. 

   After much study, listening and meditation, the answer to the first part of the questions evolved into the follow-
ing: The Lord put me here to learn how to live in His love with the goal of becoming one with Him.  A very sim-
ple, straightforward, all-inclusive answer.  

   Now I would like to take you through a partial testimony of how I got to that answer, plus the progress Iõm 
making in the how-to action plan.  A major breakthrough in the process came when I asked the Holy Spirit to 
teach me Godõs love and to give me receptivity and discernment of His truth.  Since then, the learning process has 
been dramatic.  

   Scripture is an important resource of learning about Godõs love and its importance.  A few examples are listed in 
the box below.  When reading scriptures I sometimes experience a special òWord in the Wordó in which a particu-
lar passage seems to apply to my situation in a new way.  God seems to be working through the creative factor of 
my mind to bring wonderful new combinations of ideas and insights.  At any rate, this òquickening of the Wordó 

Matt 5:43-44: You have heard it was said, ôLove your 
friends, hate your enemies.õ  But now I tell you: Love 
your enemies and pray for those that persecute you. 

Matt 22:36-40: òTeacher,ó he asked, òwhich is the 
greatest commandment in the law?ó  Jesus answered, 
òLove the Lord your God with all your heart, with all 
your soul and with all your mind.  This is the greatest 
and the most important commandment.  The second 
most important is like it: Love your neighbor as you love 
yourself.  The whole Law of Moses and the teachings of 
the prophets depend on these two commandments.ó 

John 13:34-14:23: And now I give you a new com-
mandment: Love one another.  As I have loved you, so 
you must love one another.  Whoever loves will obey 
my teaching.  My Father will love him and my Father 
and I will come to him and live with him.  

Rom 8:35,37-40: Who, then, can separate us from the 
love of Christ?  Can trouble do it, or hardship or perse-
cution or hunger or poverty or danger or death?  No, in 
all of these things we have complete victory through 
Him who loves us.  For I am certain that nothing can 
separate us from His love; neither death or life, neither 

angels or other heavenly rulers or powers, neither the 
present or the future, neither the world above or the 
world below ð there is nothing in all creation that will 
ever be able to separate us from the love of God. 

1 Cor 13:1-2: I may be able to speak the languages of 
men and even of angels, but if I have no love, my speech 
is no more than a noisy gong or a clanging bell.  I may 
have the gift of inspired preaching; I may have all knowl-
edge and understand all secrets; I may have all the faith I 
need to move mountains ð but, if I have no love, I have 
nothing.  

Eph 3:17-19: I pray that Christ will make His home in your 
hearts through faith.  I pray that you may have your roots 
and foundation in love, so that you, together with all 
Godõs people, may have the power to understand how 
broad and long, how high and deep is Christõs love.  Yes, 
may you come to know his love ð although it can never be 
fully known ð and so to be completely filled with the very 
nature of God.  

1 John 4:16: We have come to know and to believe the 
love God has for us.  God is love and whoever lives in 
love, lives in God and God lives in them. 

The New Testament on Agape Love  

Witness on Agape  

By Buzz Hood  
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encourages me that God is with me and deeply interested in the particular circumstances of my life and my journey 
through it. 

     The first letter of John states, òWe have come to know and to believe the love God has for us.  God is love and 
whoever lives in love, lives in God and God lives in them.ó  Although Iõve used this verse for years while distribut-
ing communion to patients, its full significance didnõt register with me until after Iõd asked the Holy Spirit to teach 
me Godõs love.  This one verse has become the keystone of my spiritual journey.  To explain why, let me review 
the verse phrase by phrase. 

     òWe have come to know and to believe the love God has for us,ó i.e. I not only know of Godõs love but I believe in my 
heart that He loves me. 

     òGod is love.ó  That really grabbed me and has become the best definition of God that I have!  What does this 
say about Godõs gift of love?  It states that love is the most valuable gift He gives us, more valuable than wisdom, 
grace or even health or life itself.  All these gifts are temporary but love is eternal, like God Himself.  Love never 
began and love will never end because òGod is love.ó  

     òWhoever lives in love, lives in God and God lives in them.ó  This answers my question, Why am I here, Lord, and what 
goal do you what me to reach in my time here?ó  He put me here to learn to òlive in His loveó so that I could live 
in Him and He could live in me.  Therefore, learning to òlive in loveó is to become one with God.  Learning to 
know and believe this truth of Godõs love is the most joyful and life-changing revelation I have experienced! Godõs 
love or Agape belongs to the spirit world but Godõs graciously permitted us to experience His love in this world so 
we could know it and thus know Him ð and to help us prepare for the next life with Him.  

     Anytime I receive love from someone, I am receiving God from that person.  Likewise, whenever I give or 
show love to someone, I am giving a bit of God who resides in me to him or her.  As Morrie says in the book 
Tuesdays with Morrie, òLove is how you stay alive even after you are gone.ó  (Think about that ð itõs a great in-
sight.) 

     How do you visualize God in this world?  Here is the way I visualize Him: Whenever I love or receive love, I 
am giving and receiving God.  Another beautiful thing about this is that the more love or God I give to others the 
more I will receive.  (Love is an infinite resource.)  

     Up until now what I have said has come out of spirituality.  Now I wanted to see if I could join spirituality with 
science and what the union might be.  I found the combination intriguing to say the least.  Okay follow me here.  
If everything we can physically see, touch or feel is removed, what is left is Godõs love.  This so-called nothingness 
is the greatest power for good that exists.  This nothingness is, in fact, God Himself, for òGod is love.ó (1 Jn 4:16)  
And He is everywhere.  I suggest He fills the vast empty space between every particle of matter.  Thus, He is the 
predominant occupant of the universe and, yes, in each one of us. 

     Think about this: science tells us if we could remove what they term space between each physical particle in our 
bodies, what would be left is about the size of a few grains of sand.  This means the amount of Godõs love or God 
that dwells in us is almost infinitely greater than our physical being.  Now isnõt that a comforting thought?! 

     Itõs interesting how this concept matches the Native American concept of Spirit or God.  It means that Godõs 
Spirit and love is part of me in an infinitely bigger way than my physical being is.  Do you get all that?  Do you 
agree?  This is an example of how science and scripture are moving closer together in support of each other even 
though few scientists realize or admit it. 

     So I know I am here to learn how to live in Godõs love and I know my goal is to become one with Him.  Now, 
how do I accomplish that goal?  First, I need to define what Godõs love is in terms of human understanding and 
action.  In the interest of time, Iõll skip the process and go directly to my definition in the form of a covenant that I 

(Continued on page 5) 

Witness, conõt. 
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Our Kids Have Faith?ó if our parents are more committed, they will most likely pass that sense of commitment on 
to their children.   More engaged parents today mean more young people will remain active in the Church in the 

future. 

Readying for a New Mass Translation 

You may be wondering why the parish seems deserted and where everyone went on Monday nights lately.  
Many have been attending a series on Liturgy at All Saints Parish sponsored by the Archdiocese of Cincinnati.  
Several weeks ago I put out the plea for our parish leaders to attend this series in order to become more famil-

iar with the Liturgy (Mass) so that they can be in a better position to help our parish make the transition to the 
new translation of the Mass which we anticipate will be ready by the end of this year.   I was overwhelmed by 

the positive response to my plea.  About 55 of our parish leaders were able to attend the series.   

    My heart-felt thanks to these and all who tried to attend.  This has certainly shown how dedicated you are to 
St. Vivian and to our Catholic Faith.  God bless you for your generous response.  I am sure that God will bless 

our parish and make our transition to the new Mass translation easier because of your efforts. 

Five-Year Plan 

Within the next several months you will be hearing more about a new five year plan for the parish.  We are still 
working on the goals and information gained from the survey we undertook several years back.  However, it is 
time for us to begin looking at our future to see which of our present directions should be maintained, which may 

need some adjusting, and what new developments need our attention.  Our Development Director, Lynne Morris, 

will be heading this project. 

     Lately, much of my reading, workshops and prayer have raised the question of whether I personally, and the 
parish community I serve, are attending to our primary purpose, namely, growing or helping others to grow as 
disciples of Jesus Christ.  I believe we are, but it never hurts to be reminded and to ask how we might be doing 

a better job. 

    While each of us and each of our groups or ministries may respond in different ways to such a question, one 
thing we can all do is to remember to pray.  Therefore, I want to remind and encourage all groups, organiza-
tions, and ministries connected with or bearing the St. Vivian name to pray whenever you gather.  A prayer I 
personally like very much is: òLord, let everything we do today begin with your inspiration, and in your Spirit 

reach a happy completion.ó  The Our Father, the Hail Mary and the Glory Be are always appropriate.  As long 
as it is prayer, one canõt go wrong, whether it is a prayer from the heart or a prayer that is written down.  

Prayer brings us closer to the Lord, and closeness to the Lord is what makes us good disciples. 

  - Father Paul 

 

The St. Vivian work crew 

from the January trip to 

New Orleans takes a break 

with Bryan, the homeowner.  

From top left, Mark, 

Jeanne, Randy, Greg, 

Frank; bottom, Joe, Bryan 

and Anita. 


