
Saint  Vivian Parish 

Dear St. Vivian Parishioners, 

I am writing to share with you 
some news.  Our Temporal Af-
fairs Commission and our Par-
ish Pastoral Council have ap-
proved a budget for the fiscal 
year beginning July 1, 2009 
through June 30, 2010.  This is 
a tribute to our sound financial 
management and the diligence 
of our employees careful 
spending that we were able to 
balance the budget without 

having to dip into our reserves. 

    Even though costs are up, 
we have only had to increase 
tuition by $75.   Stewardship 
contributions are down some-
what, but given the very tough 
economic times, this could be 
far worse.  Therefore I am 
pleased to say that financially 
we are strong and that, at 
least for the time being, we 
are weathering the economic 

storm in very good fashion. 

     I have also taken action on 
the strong suggestion of my 
financial advisors and hired a 
Development Director whose 
role is to promote the parish 
and school by building positive 
relationships.  It is my pleasure 
to welcome Lynne Morris to 
our parish staff and thank her 
for her willingness to serve in 
this capacity.  She begins to 

work part time April 20. 

   One component of Develop-
ment is coordinating our Grateful 
Believers Initiative and continuing 
to build all forms of stewardship 
within our parish.  Lynne will also 
be working with our Marketing 
Group to keep the many good 
things happening at St. Vivian in 
front of the community.  This posi-
tive publicity helps draw new 
students to our school and new 

parishioners into our community.   

     As her role develops she will 
be engaging in other projects, 
but for the next few months one 
of her biggest jobs will be to get 
to know as many of you, our pa-
rishioners, as she can.  This is im-
portant because real develop-
ment depends on knowing what 
assets we have to work with, and 
our parishioners are certainly our 
greatest assets.  Lynne is a long-
time parishioner who is known to 
many of you.  And this is the per-

fect time to turn our attention to 

efforts to help St. Vivian grow.   

    We will not waver from the 
sound fiscal practices that have 
put us in such a strong financial 
position.  St. Vivian is strong fi-
nancially and spiritually.  Good 
stewardship demands that we 
use our resources and build on 
our impressive past so weõll have 

a future just as impressive. 

 -Father Paul Gebhardt 
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Imagine hanging from the strut of a 
plane, wind blowing in your hair, 
heart pounding, getting ready to 
jump.  After approximately 25 
years, several of my college friends 
and I got together at our home.  
We talked for hours about our lives 
in college, our lives after college, 
and then what we are doing today.  
The get together went so well that 
before leaving we put together a 
bucket list of activities we wanted to 
accomplish together after our chil-
dren graduated.  Among some of 
the items on the list were scuba div-
ing, horseback riding, and parachut-
ing.  It took a get together of sev-
eral people to form this list and as-
sign actual dates to accomplish 

them.   

     My name is Lynne Morris, new 
Development Director for St. Vivian 
and future sky diver.  I have been a 
St. Vivian parishioner since 1993 
when I moved back to Ohio from 
Colorado.  I am married to Tom 
Bove and have a married step 
daughter with 2 grandchildren, a 
step son, and a daughter who will 
be graduating from St. Vivian this 

year. 

     As I am jumping from the plane 
you might wonder what I am think-
ing.  My mind is racing a mile a min-
ute, trying to savor everything that 
is happening.  The thrill of exiting 
the plane 10,000 feet above the 
ground, wind howling in my ears, 
floating through the air effortlessly, 
the adrenaline pumping, and of 
course there is a smile on my face.  
As I am falling, several questions 

come to mind: 

   Do I really know what I am doing?  
Am I crazy?  How did I get myself 

into this?  What was I thinking?   

     Many of those same thoughts 
and questions went through my mind 
about the Development Director  
job.  What am I going to be doing?  
Am I crazy?  How did I get myself 

into this?  What was I thinking?   I 
was thinking I had a tremendous 
opportunity to help the parish I have 
called home since I returned from 

Colorado.   

     Many of you I have already 
met.  I have seen and met you at the 
festival, at Mass, in school, during 
sporting events, during booster and 
education commission meetings and 
at the fish fries.  I have met and 
mingled with both young and old 
parishioners and my hope is to work 
with each one of you.  My hope is to 
work with you to have St. Vivian 
remain a viable and solvent commu-

nity for many years to come. 

     I will be working on the Grateful 
Believers program, alumni connec-
tions, and public relations to name 
just a few.  If at any time you have 
any thoughts or ideas about any-
thing please do not hesitate to get 
in contact with me.  At this point I 
have only an email address but as 
soon as a phone number and exten-
sion become available they will also 
be posted.  I am looking forward to 
serving St. Vivian and its parishion-
ers.  Am I crazy?  I donõt think so.   I 
am looking forward to the chal-
lenges that lay ahead for both of 

us. 

     As I said before, please do not 
hesitate to get in contact with me if 
you have comments, questions, 

ideas, or concerns.   

My email address is    

lynne.morris@stvivian.org 

 

ñLynne Morris 

 

 

 

Observations from Lynne Morris  
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Try the Bible Institute 

July 24 - August 1, 2009 

Cincinnati, Ohio 

Iõd like to take this opportunity to 
invite you to Presentation Ministries 
Bible Institute which is held on Xavier 
Universityõs campus every year.  Itõs 
such a wonderful resource and it is 

right here in our backyard.  Last 
summer was my first time to attend 

the Institute and it was fabulous.   

     There is something for everyone 
who wants to grow in faith and love 

of our Lord.  I attended the òLife in 
the Spiritó seminar which was three 
days filled with the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit.  The Bible Institute is very 
flexible with weekend and weekday 

programs ð lasting from one day to 
four days.  You can come for any 
seminar or for the entire nine days 
of programs.  Every evening there is 

an event scheduled such as a heal-
ing service or a night of drama.  
There is no charge for the seminars 
although a free will offering would 

be appreciated. 

     The Lord is calling each of us to 
new life.  You have nothing to lose 
and everything to gain.  Please join 
me from July 24-August 1 at the 
Bible Institute.  For more information, 

please see 
www.presentationministries.com or 
contact me any time.  Hope to see 

you there this summer.  

-- Rose Young 

 

http://www.presentationministries.com/


Page 3 Vibrat ions Spr ing 2009 

 

Parish Council Update  

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) started our year off with a visit from Father 
Bob Hater who spoke to us about the characteristics of a good parish.  Our 
role as a member of PPC, he said, is to be a prophet of hope to one an-
other.  He stressed the importance of being a "welcoming" parish and how it 
is so important to "energize" what we currently have going on -- reaching 
out to our young adults, listening and concentrating on the needs of our Par-
ish.  He said to never forget the basic teaching of the church...God loves 

us...We love one another. 

      We shared in the presentation of the Grateful Believers program, which 

was very successful for itsõ second year, and will continue to be part of this. 

      PPC continues to work on ways to be a more welcoming commu-

nity.  With the upcoming Easter celebration we will announce both on Palm 
Sunday and Easter Sunday how great it is to see our college students home 
on break, as well as folks we don't see on a regular basis. We will continue 

this periodically through the year, such as at the holidays. 

      To encourage folks to stick around after Mass and greet one another 

PPC is working on a Cafe idea -- Two or More Cafe.  We would set up 
round tables with tablecloths outside the Filipine Center after 8:30 Mass and 
before the 11 serving just coffee.  Randy Kent is spearheading this en-

deavor.  

      Mary Kay Berning brought information to PPC regarding 
the Presentation Ministries - "Life in the Spirit" program. The Spiritual Life 
group is attending the current session in the hopes of possibly having St. 

Vivian's host one in the future. 

      We realize that if a parishioner has a concern/problem, they often 

aren't sure where to take their issue, other than the suggestion box.  Fr. Paul 
has begun placing an insert in the bulletin every few months addressing 
this.  This way parishioners can write down their concern, place it in the col-
lection basket and hopefully get a quicker response or solution.  If the con-
cern involves more than the individual, the solution will also be placed in the 
bulletin.  Along the same lines, the insert will remind parishioners they are 

welcome to attend a PPC meeting at any time to voice their concerns. 

Deb Kaehr, PPC President  

              

         

         

         

          

Ladders loaded and ready to go, from 

left, Rosemary Erman, Sue Lennert and 

Jeanne Schaefer. 

Back to New Orleans  

Another team from St. Vivianõs 

twinning group went on a  mission 

trip to help to rebuild housing in 

New Orleans in February.  

   While the group noted progress, 

there is still years of work left to 

rebuild the housing there, so help 

continues to be needed ñ both 

skilled and unskilled help.    Work 

ranges from carpentry to cleaning. 

     This is the third group to go 

down in the past two years.  The 

next trip will be Aug. 1-8.  For 

more information on the trip 

please contact Jeanne Schaefer 

(jeanne.schaefer@stvivian.org) 

At right, the February group paused 

after mass at St. Maria Goretti ñ 

Anita Bidleman, Sue Lennert, Pat Frey, 

Rosemary Erman, Jeanne Schaefer, 

Joe Meyer, John Hadden and Greg 

Hogg.  Not pictured is Darwin Yung. 



On Sunday, February 22, all 
eight members of St. Vivianõs Girl 
Scout Troop #336 received the 

Marian Medal in a ceremony at 
St. Michael Church.  The award 
presentation was the culmination 
of two years of work in which the 
eighth-grade girls completed a 

54-page page workbook, visited 
several religious sites, coordi-
nated service projects and made 
a retreat with other girls across 

the city. 

     The Marian Medal Program is 
designed to actively involve par-
ticipants in an understanding of 
Mary as a model of openness 
and spirituality ñ  a woman of 

the Church.  Through various pro-
jects, discussions and liturgical 
celebrations the participants are 
encouraged to develop new in-
sights into their personalities, 

friends, parents and the world 
around them.  The final require-
ment of the program is to write a 
òLooking Backó essay reflecting 
on their experiences.  A few of 

the girls chose to share their ex-
periences with the rest of St. 
Vivian Parish by submitting their 
essays to Vibrations. Here are 

excerpts from three. 

Annie Spinnenweber: 

My Marian Medal experience 
seems long behind me, but it was 
only a short while ago that my 
troop finished it. The two-year 

process was a fun, challenging 
time in which I met new people 
and learned more about Mary 
than I thought I ever would. I was 
particularly amazed by the fact 

that she was around my age 
when she was pregnant with Je-

sus. She kept her faith through 
the tough times when friends 
were turning on her because she 

was pregnant and Joseph was 
going to leave her because the 
child wasnõt his. And yet she still 
believed in God and His plan 

for her. 

     During the Marian Medal 
program my troop did some 
pretty awesome things. We do-
nated items to Birthright, an or-
ganization that helps pregnant 

women choose an option other 
than abortion, went to the 
Marian Library in Dayton and 
learned about ourselves and 

each other. 

    One of my favorite things I 
did as a part of the Marian 
Medal was the retreat. I shared 
a tent with three other girls, one 
from my troop, two from an-

other; they ended up being 
really awesome people. At that 
retreat I didnõt just make new 
friends, I meditated, prayed and 

learned new games and songs. 

     There are many more ex-
periences that I will remember 
and cherish throughout my life 
because of the Marian Medal. It 
was definitely a fantastic thing 

to participate in and I will re-

member it forever. 

Stephanie Hagedorn: 

Throughout the time my scout 
troop and I spent working on our 

Marian Medal, I had an amaz-
ing learning experience. First 
off, chapter one in the book, 
helped me realize who I really 
am and how important I am to 

others. It also reminded me of 

basic events that happened to Mary 

throughout her life. 

     The second chapter showed the 

gifts that God has given me. Some of 
those gifts include my family, friends 
and faith which are all things that are 
essential in my life. The third chapter 
focused on Mary and her life. This is 

the chapter that helped me learn the 
most about Mary, the information I 
didnõt know about before. Chapter 
four refreshed some of the activities 
from chapter one. It also showed me 

what I could do to help others. 

     While working on the Marian 
Medal, my troop and I went on a re-
treat. At first, when I got to the camp-
site, I was pretty nervous about the 

retreat, but it turned out to be a great 
weekend of meeting new people, hav-
ing fun, learning more about my faith, 
praying, reflecting and meditating. 
We played many games, including 

trust games and getting-to-know-you 
games. The quiet meditations, reflec-
tions and prayers we did helped re-
lax and center you into thinking about 

the mission God has given you. 

     My troop and I also visited two 
places of worship for other religions. 
First, we went to a mosque where 
Muslims worship. Muslims, like us, be-
lieve in one God; they also have 99 

different names for God! Muslims also 
must pray five times a day, facing 
Mecca, the holy city for the Islamic 

religion. 

     Next, we went to a Greek Ortho-

dox Church. There I learned the Or-
thodox Church is like the Catholic 
Church in a way: we are both forms of 
Christians. The òGreekó part just 

means they say their mass in Greek.  

      At the mosque and Orthodox 

Girl Scouts Learn About Themselves and Their 

Faith While They Earn Marian Medal  
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church, I learned how those 
faiths compare to our Catholic 
faith. We also visited St. Maryõs 

Cathedral Basilica of the As-
sumption in Covington, Kentucky, 

and attended mass there.  

     Throughout my whole Marian 
Medal experience I learned so 

much and met many new people. 
Earning my medal will help me 
later in my life because I can 
always look back and know how 
important and special I am to 

the people around me. I also will 
remember how Mary was just a 
regular girl, like me, who fol-
lowed her faith and listened to 
God. My Marian Medal experi-

ence has truly been one that is 

beneficial and worthwhile! 

Taylor Bove: 

When I started the journey to re-
ceive this medal I thought it would 
be a short little service project.  I 
had no idea if it was worth it.  Little 
did I know that it would take sev-
eral years of long, hard work and 
many meetings.  During this process 
I have grown in maturity and faith. 

become very close to God 
throughout this journey, and 
could never have done this 
journey alone. All of my 
fellow Girl scouts helped 
me through this, as I did 

them.  

     But it wasnõt all work.  
We all had so much fun 
doing the service projects. 

We had our Youth Ministry 
meetings and outings to 
bond.  Those helped me 
out a lot.  I learned so 
much about my fellow Girl 
Scouts.  I also learned a lot 
about other Girl scouts 
around the Cincinnati area 
and how they have over-
come this long journey.  I 

Girl Scout Troop 336 members 

each earned the Marian Award 

Medal earlier this year. 

    I have become very close to God 

throughout this journey, and could 

never have done this journey alone. 

All of my fellow Girl scouts helped 

me through this, as I did them.  

     But it wasnõt all work.  We all had 

so much fun doing the service pro-

jects. We had our Youth Ministry 

meetings and outings to bond.  Those 

helped me out a lot.  I learned so 

much about my fellow Girl Scouts.  I 

also learned a lot about other Girl 

scouts around the Cincinnati area and 

how they have overcome this long 

journey.  I never knew how much we 

all had in common.   

     I have learned many things about 

myself also during these years.  Some 

examples: what my talents are, what 

people think of me, how much I care 

for people, what service I like to do 

and so much more.  I also have met 

some really cool people along the 

way who helped me achieve my 

goals. Some of my biggest concerns 

deal  

with world problems and for one ac-

tivity we had to find a news article 

about a world issue; I chose breast 

cancer.  My troop and I are going to 

do a walk in May to help raise 

money for women with breast cancer.  

Also along the way I found out how 

to be a disciple of Christ and what 

His mission is for me.  We all have 

grown and learned more and more 

about each other every meeting. 

   During our retreat we shared our 

life stories and that really helped me 

accept myself more because I 

learned that other people were go-

ing through the same things I was.  It 

also helped me get some things off 

my chest when we were really close 

to Mary.  The first night we did a 

human rosary and it was so much fun. 

   The last but most important thing I 

learned was you need to be yourself 

in front of people.   

     Always remember to live life to 
the fullest and make many friends 
and keep those friends, you may 
need them some day, always keep a 
smile on your face no matter how 
gloomy you are on the inside you 
may brighten someone elseõs day, 

and nothing is impossible!!! 
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