
Editor’s Note: This issue of Vibrations is dedicated to Father Jack Filippine, who asked that a parish
newsletter be started in the late 1980s. His support for the publication never faltered. He was a firm believer in
the need for communication. May his memory live on in the efforts he began here at St. Vivian Church.

Father Jack’s Legacy
anuary is usually a harsh month, but for the St.
Vivian parish, the beginning of 2003 was much

harder than most.
On January 11, after a

lifetime spent leading others
toward God, Father Jack
Filippine died. For the last
17 years, he pastored St.
Vivian parish. Even though
the cancer consuming him
became agonizing in the
end, he never stopped
caring about St. Vivian.
One colleague says Fr. Jack
had two concerns about the
parish. One, that the next
pastor would continue to
build up the church, and
two, that the large number
of lay leaders in the church
would continue to grow.

Father Bob Obermeyer,
of Our Lord Christ the King Church in Mount
Lookout, was Fr. Jack’s best friend. He says, “St.
Vivian has so many people involved in the church,
Jack thought others could do better than him at
different jobs, so he asked many to do those jobs.
Because of his generous giving, people couldn’t
refuse him.”

His sister, Carol Schnur, remembers that trait
particularly well. “He always knew how to get
people to help him. When we were young, he’d
plant flowers in our yard, and then he’d do the

neighbors’ yards. I thought he’d get in trouble, but
he never did. He’d tell me if I helped him he’d take
me to Dairy Queen.”

Fr. Obermeyer met Jack Filippine 36 years ago
when he hired Jack to teach at Springfield Catholic

School in Dayton where
Obermeyer was pastor.
“We’d get together for
parties and became very
good friends. He would go
anyplace and do anything,
especially for the kids.”  Fr.
Obermeyer says Fr.
Filippine was very innocent
and shy. “I got to know him
better than anyone, and he
was so totally giving. He
would do anything his
parishioners wanted him to
do.  He used to go to
ballgames on his days off
because someone had asked
him to. He thought
everyone was that generous

and giving of themselves.”
There is a pile of notebooks in the bedroom

where Father Jack spent his last days. In those
notebooks are his writings, and most say things like:

∑ Next meeting of ecumenical ministers

∑ Bless water before Mass

∑ Listen to dishwasher

∑ Get container for altar flowers
Fr. Jack wrote one letter that concerned a new

pastor for St. Vivian. It began:

J

Father Jack in 2002
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Vibrations Needs You!!
This newsletter belongs to the whole church community. Please think about what you would like to see in Vibrations

and call or drop a line. This should be more than a
record of what’s happened and a list of

what’s to come.
Would anyone like to write a

column? Interview parishioners on
some topic? Let us know what your
parish group is doing? Submit a
poem? Let us know about one of the

parish’s unsung heroes? Or help in
any way with the newsletter? Please let

us know. Thanks.
—Pat Frey

April 1 Lenten Penance Service, 7 pm April 20 Easter Sunday, egg hunt after 11:30 Mass
April 3 Liturgy of the Word with Communion, noon,

Eve. of Discernment for PPC & EC elections, 7 pm
April 21-25 Spring Break

April 4 Liturgy of the Word with Communion, noon April 21 First Eucharist photos, 6:30 pm
April 5 Jesus Day, noon, Blessing Cups, 2 pm April 26/27 First Communion at all Masses
April 5/6 Presentation & blessing of First Eucharist

candidates at all Masses
April 28 School Reopens

April 6 Food Collection, Coffee & Donuts May 3 and
4

Men’s CRHP Weekend

April 8 Stations of the Cross, 7 pm,
Prayer Talk in St. Clare room, 7:30 pm

May 4 Food Collection, Coffee & Donuts

April 10 Liturgy of the Word with Communion, noon  May 11 Mother’s Day
April 11 Liturgy of the Word with Communion, noon May 13 25th & 50th Wedding Anniversary Celebration

and Mass
April 12 Youth Ministry Easter Activity Day, 1 pm May 17/18 Bundle Sunday, Election Sunday - PPC & EC
April 13 Palm Sunday May 24 Market Day
April 14 Confessions at 12:30 pm May 26 Memorial Day, 9:30 Mass, Coffee & Donuts,

No School, Rectory closed
April 17 Holy Thursday Mass, 7:30 pm June 1 Ascension of the Lord, Food Collection
April 18 Good Friday, No School, 12:30 pm The Lord’s

Passion, 2:30 pm Stations, 8 pm Ecumenical
service at Fleming Rd. UCC

June 6 Last day of school,
10 am All School Mass

April 19 Holy Saturday, Easter Vigil June 13-15 Festival Weekend, Father’s Day
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