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et God took the man and settled him in the garden of Eden
to cultivate and care for it.
A reading from the Book of Genesis 2:4b-9, 15

t the time when the LorDp God made the earth and the heavens—
while as yet there was no field shrub on earth
and no grass of the field had sprouted,
for the Lorp God had sent no rain upon the earth
and there was no man to till the soil,
but a stream was welling up out of the earth
and was watering all the surface of the ground—
the Lorp God formed man out of the clay of the ground
and blew into his nostrils the breath of life,
and so man became a living being.

Then the LorD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east,
and placed there the man whom he had formed.

Out of the ground the Lorp God made various trees grow
that were delightful to look at and good for food,
with the tree of life in the middle of the garden
and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

The Lorp God then took the man
and settled him in the garden of Eden,
to cultivate and care for it.

The word of the Lord.
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FIRST OPTION
Work with your own hands that you may conduct yourselves properly.

A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Thessalonians
4:1b-2,9-12

Bmthers and sisters,
we earnestly ask and exhort you in the Lord Jesus that,

as you received from us
how you should conduct yourselves to please God—
and as you are conducting yourselves—

you do so even more.
For you know what instructions we gave you through the Lord Jesus,

On the subject of mutual charity

you have no need for anyone to write you,

for you yourselves have been taught by God to love one another.
Indeed, you do this for all the brothers throughout Macedonia.
Nevertheless, we urge you, brothers, to progress even more,

and to aspire to live a tranquil life,

to mind your own affairs,

and to work with your own hands,

as we instructed you,

that you may conduct yourselves properly toward outsiders

and not depend on anyone.

The word of the Lord.







