Join Us on the Parish Twinning Work Trip to New Orleans!
How much does the trip cost?  The basic price is $200—that includes housing, breakfast every day, and lunch and dinner Monday-Friday.  Sponsorships may be available.  Checks should be made payable to “St. Vivian.”
What kind of transportation is available?  Participants will provide their own transportation.  However, we will work with you as much as possible to coordinated ride sharing.  Those who would prefer to fly should contact Jeanne to arrange for a ride to and from the New Orleans airport.  For summer trips a youth van will be available.
How long does it take to get to New Orleans?  Driving time is approx. 13 hours.  Don’t forget that New Orleans is in Central Time, one hour behind Cincinnati.

What will the weather be like?  In the winter the temperature often falls below freezing but some days it can reach the 70s.  Dress in layers and be prepared for the cold.  In the summer it will be hot and humid.
What if I cannot stay for the whole time?  If you need to arrive late or leave early but still want to participate in the trip, please let us know.  We are willing to accommodate special needs.

Where will we stay?  At the New Orleans East Assembly of God, located at 7420 Vanderkloot Ave, New Orleans, LA, one mile away from our sister parish, St. Maria Goretti, and about 20 minutes from the French Quarter. Sleeping areas vary in size, holding 6-30 people.  We will sleep on bunk beds, but need to bring our own bedding.  Also bring towels.  There are only two bathrooms and limited showers, so expect to be patient and considerate of others.  

Are the volunteer quarters air conditioned?  Yes, praise the Lord!
Will Internet access be available?  The volunteer quarters do have Internet access and it’s usually working.
Will there be time to explore the city?  Sunday morning we will celebrate mass at St. Maria Goretti Church.  The rest of the day will be free to use as you choose.  Our work days will be Monday - Friday from 8am-6pm.  If you would like, you may go downtown on work day evenings.  Please let the cooks know a day in advance if you are going to miss dinner and be mindful of the 10PM curfew.  On Thursday evening the New Orleans East Assembly of God invites us to an evening prayer service.  

What kind of work will we do?  There are still homes that need to be gutted and treated for mold.  Others are ready for roofing, drywall, painting, flooring, landscaping, etc.  However, we won’t know for certain what our assignments will be until we arrive.

How will work be coordinated?  New Orleans East Assembly of God hosts a volunteer program called His Hands 2 Go, which will coordinate our work.  HH2G’s work list includes some St. Maria Goretti parishioners.  We may or may not be working on SMG homes.
Is New Orleans safe?  HH2G has never had any problems with the groups staying at their facilities.  They do strongly recommend the following safety precautions: 1. Never walk around in any neighborhood by yourself.  2. Avoid staying out after dark.  3. Do not leave valuables in vehicles.  4. Use extreme caution when driving (Traffic lights and signs are not always restored, working, or heeded).
Do I need shots?  HH2G requires volunteers to be current with their tetanus shots.  Hepatitis A & B are suggested, but not required.

Is there emergency medical care?  Yes, there are emergency facilities within a 20-30 minute drive.

Can I attend if I’m not a parishioner at St. Vivian?  Absolutely!  Invite friends and family.

Can children participate?  The summer trip makes special arrangements to accommodate high school participants.  However, there is no age requirement for either the summer or winter trip.  Parents are welcome to bring youth who are responsible, capable of working hard, and mature enough to cope with the devastation in New Orleans.

Will there be additional trips in the future?  Yes, the parish twinning group has committed to two New Orleans mission trips each year – one in the winter and one in the summer.
How can I register or find out more?  Call Jeanne Schaefer at 728-4332 or e-mail jeanne.schaefer@stvivian.org.  Also, visit the Parish Twinning Website through the “Groups & Organizations” Link at www.stvivian.org.
